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NOTABLE QUOTE

“Come forth, traitor, and
this time I shall make good
my revenge!”

Fyi

Did you know that Sir

Thomas Malory . ..

+ completed Le Morte
dArthur while in
Newgate Prison?

* spent more than ten

years in prison, accused
of violent acts?

Malory, visit the
Literature Center at
ClassZone.com.

o J Medieval Romance .
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from Le Morte d’Arthur

Romance by Sir Thomas Malory
Retold by Keith Baines

Sir Thomas Malory

early 1400s-147

The legend of King Arthur is one of the
most popular and enduring legends in
Western culture. Most l".ngli.\h-spc.lking
readers have been introduced o the
Arthurian legend through 7e Morte

d Arthur, a work consisting of a number of
interwoven tales that chronicle the rise

and
tall of King Archur and his court.

Adventurous Life Alchough his identiey is
not certain, most scholars believe that the
author of Le Morte d ' Arthur was born into

a fairly prosperous family in Warwickshire,

England. As a young man, Thomas Malory

fought in the Hundred Years' War. He

was knighted in about 1442 and was later

Malory then became
embroiled in the violent political

clected o Parliament,

conflices
that preceded the outbreak of the Wars of
the Roses.

A staunch supporter of (he hiouss of

Lancaster and its claim 1o (he throne,

e e

Malory was imprisoned repeated],
the Yorkist government on a varie

charges, including rape, robber,

rustling, bribery, and attempted m -
He I1|L';ldc(l innocent to all the ‘};-'-";';
and his guilt was never proven. It i
pm\ilwlc that his outspoken opposition
to the ruling family provoked enemies ¢

accuse him falsely in some instances,

Writing from Behind Bars Malory wrore
Le Morte d Arthur while Serving a series

of prison terms that began in 1451, He
finished the work in prison in 1469. At the
end of the book, he asks that readers “pray
... that God send me good deliverance.
And when Tam dead, [ pray you all pray
for my soul.”

The Arthurian Legends I 'he first edition of
Le Morte d’Arthur was published in 1485,
fourteen years after Malory’s death. Le
Morte d'Arthur remains the most complete
English version of the Arthurian legends.
which are believed to have existed since the
sixth century as part of the oral tradition

in France and England. Some historians
believe that the fictional Archur was
modeled on a real fifth- or sixth-century _
Celtic military leader, although the histori®
Arthur was undoubredly very different o™
Mill()r)"s Arthur, who ruled an idealized

world of romance, chivalry, and magic

- ) ) - Enolish.
As the first prose epic written in Eng

Le Morte d’Arthur is an imporant »
milestone in English literarure. It has pro.“::
to be an astonishingly popular work, hg.\’-
ot once gone out of print since It W& ':,-__
Published in 1485 testament 10 Malor

singular taleng as a writer.
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# LTERARY ANALYSIS: CONFLICT

A romance is typically tull of conflict, a struggle between
ble )
opposing forces: The conflict can be external, between a
' :
character and an outside force, or it can be internal. t king
[ «

place within the mind of a character. Sometimes a single event
contains both types of conflict; for example, in a battle, a knight
may externally struggle against an enemy warrior and internally

struggle to be courageous and live up to the ideals of chivalry

As you read Le Morte d’Arthur, look for examples of both types of
conflict taced by King Arthur, Sir Launcelot, and the other knights.

Review: Medieval Romance

@ READING SKILL: SUMMARIZE

Summarizing can help you keep track of events in an action-
filled narrative, such as a romance. When you summarize
anarrative, you briefly describe its plot developments. An
effective summary should

« describe events in the same order in which they appear in
the narrative

« leave out details that are not essential to the plot

As you read, use a chart like the one shown to help you
summarize the main plot developments.

Passage

/ines |6

Summary

Arthur sails to France, where Launcelot has
settled. and attacks Launcelot's lands

A VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

Knowing the following boldfaced words will help you read
Le Morte d'Arthur. To show that you understand the terms,
try to replace each one with a word or phrase that has the

same meaning.

The king established dominion over the nation.

During the war, looting led to depredation.

It is incumbent upon the captain to try to save his ship.
Having been robbed and injured, we seek redress.

Show a little forbearance instead of being so impatient.
The leader of the rebellion was able to usurp the throne.
Some people are open and frank, while others use guile.
The Red Cross offered succor to the hurricane victims.
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What is your ultimate

LOYALTY:

One of the most important
components of the medieval code of
chivalry was the requirement that a
knight be loyal to his king and country.
In Le Morte d’Arthur, Sir Launcelot, King
Arthur’s most exemplary knight, falls
in love with the king’s wife and faces a
crisis of loyalty of epic proportions.

QUICKWRITE Loyalty is still a highly
valued human quality, one that
sometimes requires personal sacrifice.
Make a list of individuals or groups to
whom you owe some loyalty. Review
your list, then write a paragraph to
explain which person or group is the
one you would not abandon under any
circumstances.
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SIR THOMAS MALORY

BACKGROUND King Arthur’s favorite knight, Sir Launcelot, has fallen in love with the ANALYZE VISUALS
king’s wife, Gwynevere. The secret love affair is exposed by Sir Modred, Arthur’s son by What details in this
another woman, and Gwynevere is sentenced to burn at the stake. While rescuing the image suggest the
imprisoned Gwynevere, Launcelot slays two knights who, unknown to him at the time, size and power of the
are the brothers of Sir Gawain, a favorite nephew of Arthur's. After a reconciliation, opposing armies?

Launcelot returns Gwynevere to Arthur to be reinstated as queen. At the urging of Sir
Gawain, who still wants revenge on Launcelot, the king banishes Launcelot to France,
where the following excerpt begins.

The Siege of “Benwick

When Sir Launcelot had established dominion over France, he garrisoned the dominion (de-min‘yan)
towns and settled with his army in the fortified city of Benwick, where his father n. rule or power to rule;
King Ban had held court. mastery

King Arthur, after appointing Sir Modred ruler in his absence, and instructing
Queen Gwynevere to obey him, sailed to France with an army of sixty thousand

men, and, on the advice of Sir Gawain, started laying waste' all before him. @ © CONFLICT
News of the invasion reached Sir Launcelot, and his counselors advised him. Reread lines 1-6 and the
Sir Bors® spoke first: background note. Hc;w
“ 1 1S 1t Wi | i have Launcelot’s pas
My lord Sir Launcelot, is it wise to allow King Arthur to lay your lands waste

actions set the stage _fOf
his current conflict with
King Arthur?

10 when sooner or later he will oblige you to offer him battle?”

1. laying waste: destroying.

2. SirBors: Sir Bors de Ganis, Launcelot’s cousin and the son of King Bors.

;klum
Arths
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Arthur Uses Excalibur, Arthur Ra
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Sir Lyonel® spoke next: “My lord, I would recommend that we remain within
the walls of our city until the invaders are weakened by cold and hunger, and then
let us sally forth* and destroy them.”
Next, King Bagdemagus: “Sir Launcelot, I understand that it is out of courtesy
that you permit the king to ravage your lands, but where will this courtesy end? If
you remain within the city, soon everything will be destroyed.”
Then Sir Galyhud: “Sir, you command knights of royal blood; you cannot
expect them to remain meekly within the city walls. I pray you, let us encounter
the enemy on the open field, and they will soon repent of their expedition.” @ 0O SUMMARIzE
20 And to this the seven knights of West Britain all muttered their assent. Then Sir Summarize in e
Launcelot spoke: i: ::?cf;f-'tthc advice
“My lords, I am reluctant to shed Christian blood in a war against my own his Couriejzfsli\:ﬁs- from
liege;” and yet I do know that these lands have already suffered depredation in the 9-19. i
wars between King Claudas and my father and uncle, King Ban and King Bors.
Therefore I will next send a messenger to King Arthur and sue® for peace, for
peace is always preferable to war.”
Accordingly a young noblewoman accompanied by a dwarf was sent to King
Arthur. They were received by the gentle knight Sir Lucas the Butler.
“My lady, you bring a message from Sir Launcelot?” he asked.
30 “Mylord, I do. It is for the king.”
“Alas! King Arthur would readily be reconciled to Sir Launcelot, but Sir Gawain
forbids it; and it is a shame, because Sir Launcelot is certainly the greatest knight

depredation
(dép'rT-da’shan) n,
destruction causeq by
robbery or looting

living.”
The young noblewoman was brought before the king, and when he had heard
Sir Launcelot’s entreaties for peace he wept, and would readily have accepted them
had not Sir Gawain spoken up:
“My liege, if we retreat now we will become a laughingstock, in this land and
in our own. Surely our honor demands that we pursue this war to its proper
conclusion.”
40 “Sir Gawain, I will do as you advise, although reluctantly, for Sir Launcelot’s
terms are generous and he is still dear to me. I beg you make a reply to him on
my behalf.” @ @ CONFLICT
Sir Gawain addressed the young noblewoman: What internal conflict
“Tell Sir Launcelot that we will not bandy words with him, and it is too late d_"e‘ Arthur reveal it
3 y . ) lines 34-42?
now to sue for peace. Further that [, Sir Gawain, shall not cease to strive against
him until one of us is killed.”
The young noblewoman was escorted back to Sir Launcelot, and when she had
delivered Sir Gawain’s message they both wept. Then Sir Bors spoke:

Sir Lyonel (Ii'an-al): another of Launcelot’s cousins.
sally forth: rush out suddenly in an attack.
liege (1€)): a lord or ruler to whom one owes loyalty and service,

Do oW

sue: appeal; beg.
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"My lord, we bescech you, do not look so dismayed! You have many
o auseworthy knights behind you; lead us onto the field and we will PLI.I an end to
this quarrel.”

“My lords, 1 do not doubt you, but I pra d by me: T will no
lead you against our Iicgc until we ()urscllvcsya)rfz:;lcjlilfzclfrjdt.)}o::;; [L:r:ll:: i\'c
honorably sally forth and defeat him.” ’

Sir Launcelot’s nobles submitted; but the next day it was seen that King Arthur
had laid siege to the city of Benwick. Then Sir Gawain rode before the ci;\' walls
and shouted a challenge: ’

“My lord Sir Launcelot: have you no knight who will dare to ride forth and
break spears with me? It is 1, Sir Gawain.”

o  Sir Bors accepted the challenge. He rode out of the castle gate, they
encountered, and he was wounded and flung from his horse. His comrades
helped him back to the castle, and then Sir Lyonel offered to joust. He too was
overthrown and helped back to the castle.

Thereafter, every day for six months Sir Gawain rode before the city and
overthrew whoever accepred his challenge. Meanwhile, as a result of skirmishes,
numbers on both sides were beginning to dwindle. Then one day Sir Gawain
challenged Sir Launcelot:

“My lord Sir Launcelot: traitor to the king and to me, come forth if you dare
and meet your mortal foe, instead of lurking like a coward in your castle!”

Sir Launcelot heard the challenge, and one of his kinsmen spoke to him:

“My lord, you must accept the challenge, or be shamed forever.”

“Alas, thart I should have to fight Sir Gawain!” said Sir Launcelot. “But now I
am obliged to.”

Sir Launcelot gave orders for his most powerful courser” to be harnessed, and

when he had armed, rode .tolthe-tower and addressed King Arthur: . nenbent G e
“My lord King Arthur, it is with a heavy heart that I set forth to do battle with adj. required as a duty or
one of your own blood; but now it is incumbent upon my honor to do so. For six an obligation

months I have suffered your majesty to lay my lands waste and to besiege me in

my own city. My courtesy is repaid with insults, so deadly and shametul that now

redress (11-drés’) n.
repayment for a wrong
or an injury

=

[ must by force of arms seek redress.”
“Have done, Sir Launcelot, and let us to battle!” shouted Sir Gawain.

Sir Launcelot rode from the city at the head of his entire army. King Arthur was
astonished at his strength and realized that Sir Launcelot had not been boasting
when he claimed to have acted with forbearance. “Alas, that I should ever have forbearance (for-bar’ans)
come to war with him!” he said to himself. n. self-control; patient

It was agreed that the two combatants should fight to the death, with restraint
interference from none. Sir Launcelot and Sir Gawain then drew apart and

7. courser: a horse trained for battle.
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galloped furiously together, and so great was their strength that their horses

crashed to the ground and both riders were overthrown.

)

A terrible sword fight commenced, and cach felt the might of the other as fresh
wounds were inflicted with every blow. For three hours they fought with scarcely a
pause, and the blood seeped out from their armor and trickled to the ground. Sir
Launcelot tound o his dismay that Sir Gawain, instead of weakening, scemed to

increase in strength as they proceeded, and he began to fear that he was battling

not with a knight but with a fiend incarnate.” He decided to fight defensively and

to conserve his strength.

[t was a secret known only to King Arthur and to Sir Gawain himself that his
strength increased for three hours in the morning, reaching its zenith” at noon,
and waning again. This was due to an enchantment that had been cast over him

100 by a hermit'” when he was still a youth. Often in the past, as now, he had taken
advantage of this.

Thus when the hour of noon had passed, Sir Launcelot felt Sir Gawain’s
strength return to normal, and knew that he could defeat him.

“Sir Gawain, 1 have endured many hard blows from you these last three
hours, but now beware, for I see that you have weakened, and it is [ who am the
stronger.”

Thereupon Sir Launcelot redoubled his blows, and with one, catching Sir
Gawain sidelong on the helmet, sent him reeling to the ground. Then he

courteously stood back. @ G SUMMARIZE

I 110 “Sir Launcelot, I still defy you!” said Sir Gawain from the ground. “Why do Describe the battle
you not kill me now? for I warn you that if ever I recover I shall challenge you between Launcelot ang
again % Gawain. What tactic

does Launcelot use to
overcome Gawain'’s secret
advantage?

“Sir Gawain, by the grace of God I shall endure you again,” Sir Launcelot
replied, and then turned to the king:

“My liege, your expedition can find no honorable conclusion at these walls, so
I pray you withdraw and spare your noble knights. Remember me with kindness
and be guided, as ever, by the love of God.”

“Alas!” said the king, “Sir Launcelot scruples'' to fight against me or those of
my blood, and once more I am beholden to him.”
! | ' 120 Sir Launcelot withdrew to the city and Sir Gawain was taken to his pavilion,
where his wounds were dressed. King Archur was doubly grieved, by his quarrel
o with Sir Launcelot and by the seriousness of Sir Gawain’s wounds.

For three weeks, while Sir Gawain was recovering, the siege was relaxed and
both sides skirmished only halfheartedly. But once recovered, Sir Gawain rode up
to the castle walls and challenged Sir Launcelot again:

“Sir Launcelot, traitor! Come forth, it is Sir Gawain who challenges you.”

8. fiend incarnate: devil in human form.
i 9. zenith: highest point; peak.
10. hermit: a person living in solitude for religious reasons.

1. scruples: hesitates for reasons of principle.
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Sir Gawain, why these insults? 1 have the measure of your strength and you
can do me but little harm.”

Come forth, traitor, and this time | shall make good my revenge!” Sir Gawain
130 shouted.

Sir Gawain, I have once spared your life; should you not beware of meddling
with me again?
Sir Launcelot armed and rode out to meet him. They jousted and Sir Gawain
broke his spear and was flung from his horse. He leaped up immediately, and
putting his shield before him, called on Sir Launcelot to fight on foot.

“The issue' of a mare has failed me; but I am the issue of a king and a queen

and [ shall not fail!” he exclaimed.
As before, Sir Launcelot felt Sir Gawain’s strength increase until noon, during

which period he defended himself, and then weaken again.

140 “Sir Gawain, you are a proved knight, and with the increase of your strength

until noon you must have overcome many of your opponents, but now your

strength has gone, and once more you are at my mercy.”
Sir Launcelot struck out lustily and by chance reopened the wound he had

made before. Sir Gawain fell to the ground in a faint, but when he came to he said

weakly:
“Sir Launcelot, 1 still defy you. Make an end of me, or I shall fight you again!”
“Sir Gawain, while you stand on your two feet I will not gainsay'? you; but I

will never strike a knight who has fallen. God defend me from such dishonor!” @ @ MEDIEVAL ROMANCE
Sir Launcelot walked away and Sir Gawain continued to call after him: In what ways does

150 “Traitor! Until one of us is dead I shall never give in!” Launcelot exemplify the
ideals of chivalry in

For a month Sir Gawain lay recovering from his wounds, and the siege lines 1381482

remained; but then, as Sir Gawain was preparing to fight Sir Launcelot once more,
King Arthur received news which caused him to strike camp and lead his army on
a forced march to the coast, and thence to embark for Britain.

The Day of Destiny

During the absence of King Arthur from Britain, Sir Modred, already vested with

sovereign powers,'* had decided to usurp the throne. Accordingly, he had false usurp (y30-sirp’) v. to
letters written—announcing the death of King Arthur in battle—and delivered seize unlawfully by force

to himself. Then, calling a parliament, he ordered the letters to be read and
persuaded the nobility to elect him king. The coronation took place at Canterbury
160 and was celebrated with a fifteen-day feast.
Sir Modred then settled in Camelot and made overtures to Queen Gwynevere
to marry him. The queen seemingly acquiesced, but as soon as she had won his
confidence, begged leave to make a journey to London in order to prepare her

12. issue: offspring.
13. gainsay: deny.
14. vested with sovereign powers: given the authority of a king.
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trousseau." Sir Modred consented, and the queen rode straight to the Tower which,
with the aid of her loyal nobles, she manned and provisioned for her defense. @ G SUMZAI‘P‘NZE
Sir Modred, outraged, at once marched against her, and laid siege to the Tower, Ei;e:urr:rrl:asr::g—tfs
but despite his large army, siege engines, and guns, was unable to effect a breach. exenie iiakmoes ’t‘;is
He then tried to entice the queen from the Tower, first by guile and then by section of the selection,
threats, but she would listen to neither. Finally the Archbishop of Canterbury
170 came forward to protest: gt.:ile (g, ety
“Sir Modred, do you not fear God's displeasure? First you have falsely made trickery; deceit
yourself king; now you, who were begotten by King Arthur on his aunt,'® try to

marry your father’s wife! If you do not revoke your evil deeds I shall curse you
with bell, book, and candle.”"?

“Fie on you! Do your worst!” Sir Modred replied.
“Sir Modred, I warn you take heed! or the wrath of the Lord will descend upon

”»

you.
“Away, false priest, or I shall behead you!” @ @® CONFLICT
The Archbishop withdrew, and after excommunicating Sir Modred, abandoned Describe ’Ch.e external
180 his office and fled to Glastonbury. There he took up his abode as a simple hermit, confietiolines gy,
and by fasting and prayer sought divine intercession'® in the troubled affairs of his
country.
Sir Modred tried to assassinate the Archbishop, but was too late. He continued
to assail the queen with entreaties and threats, both of which failed, and then the ANALYZE VISUALS
news reached him that King Arthur was returning with his army from France in Wi!liiam Morris Wasa
designer and artist who
order to seek revenge. was heavily influenced
Sir Modred now appealed to the barony to support him, and it has to be told

J by medieval arts and
that they came forward in large numbers to do so. Why? it will be asked. Was not crafts. What details

King Arthur, the noblest sovereign Christendom had seen, now leading his armies in this image suggest
190 in a righteous cause? The answer lies in the people of Britain, who, then as now, Gwynevere’s emotional

were fickle. Those who so readily transferred their allegiance to Sir Modred did so Biate

with the excuse that whereas King Arthur’s reign had led them into war and strife,

Sir Modred promised them peace and festivity. ()

Hence it was with an army of a hundred thousand that Sir Modred marched Summarize lines 187-193.
to Dover to battle against his own father, and to withhold from him his rightful Why do many people in
CrOwn. Britain support Modred?

As King Arthur with his fleet drew into the harbor, Sir Modred and his army
launched forth in every available craft, and a bloody battle ensued in the ships
and on the beach. If King Arthur’s army were the smaller, their courage was the

200 higher, confident as they were of the righteousness of their cause. Without stint!?
they battled through the burning ships, the screaming wounded, and the corpses

@ SUMMARIZE

15. trousseau (tr60's0): clothes and linens that a bride brings to her marriage.

16. begotten ...aunt: Modred is the son of Arthur and Queen Margawse, the sister of Arthur's mother,
Queen Igraine.

17. 1 shall curse you with bell, book, and candle: The archbishop is threatening to excommunicate Modred—
that is, to deny him participation in the rites of the church. In the medieval ritual of excommunication. a
bell was rung, a book was shut, and a candle was extinguished. :

18. divine intercession: assistance from God.

19. stint: holding back.

Guinevere (1858), William N;g:r
ing o0 :
250  UNIT 1: THE ANGLO-SAXON AND MEDIEVAL PERIODS Wiacercolor and drawing

1,264 mm x 552 mm. Tate Gallery: Londom
‘
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floating on the bloodstained waters. Once ashore they put Sir Modred’s entire
army to flight. .

The battle over, King Arthur began a search for his casualties, and on P%‘crmg
into one of the ships found Sir Gawain, mortally wounded. Sir Gawain fainted
when King Arthur lifted him in his arms; and when he came o, the king S;‘mkt‘i

“Alas! dear nephew, thar you lie here thus, mortally wounded! What joy 1s now
left to me on this earth? You must know it was you and Sir Launcelot I loved
above all others, and it seems that I have lost you both.” _

210 “My good uncle, it was my pride and my stubbornness that brought all this
about, for had I not urged you to war with Sir Launcelot your subjects would
not now be in revolt. Alas, that Sir Launcelot is not here, for he would soon
drive them out! And it is at Sir Launcelot’s hands that I suffer my own death: the
wound which he dealt me has reopened. 1 would not wish it otherwise, because is
he not the greatest and gentlest of knights?

“I know that by noon I shall be dead, and I repent bitterly that I may not be
reconciled to Sir Launcelot; therefore [ pray you, good uncle, give me pen, paper,
and ink so that I may write to him.”

A priest was summoned and Sir Gawain confessed; then a clerk broughr ink,

220 pen, and paper, and Sir Gawain wrote to Sir Launcelot as follows:

“Sir Launcelot, flower of the knighthood: I, Sir Gawain, son of King Lot of
Orkney and of King Arthur’s sister, send you my greetings!

“I am about to die; the cause of my death is the wound I received from you
ourside the city of Benwick; and I would make it known that my death was of my
own seeking, that I was moved by the spirit of revenge and spite to provoke you to
battle.

“Therefore, Sir Launcelot, I beseech you to visit my tomb and offer what
prayers you will on my behalf; and for myself, I am content to die at the hands of
the noblest knight living,

23  “One more request: that you hasten with your armies across the sea and give
succor to our noble king. Sir Modred, his bastard son, has usurped the thr(;ne and succor (stk'ar) n. aid in
now holds against him with an army of a hundred thousand. He would have won a time of need; relief
the queen, too, but she fled to the Tower of London and there charged her loyal
supporters with her defense. '

“Today is the tenth of May, and at noon I shall give up the ghost; this letter is
written partly with my blood. This morning we fought our way ashore, against the
armies of Sir Modred, and that is how my wound came to be reopened. We won
the day, but my lord King Arthur needs you, and I too, that on my tomb you may
bestow your blessing.” @ ‘

: : ' SUMMARIZE
20  Sir Gawain fainted when he had finished, and the king wept. When he came o

Reread lines 221-239:

to he was given extreme unction,” and died, as he had anticipated, at the hour of Briefly summarize
noon. The king buried him in the chapel at Dover Castle, and there many came to Gawain'’s letter to Si
see him, and all noticed the wound on his head which he had received fr(;m CAUBEEIRG

Sir Launcelot.

20. extreme unction: a ritual in which a priest anoints and prays for a dying person.
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Then the news reached Arthur that Sir Modred offered him battle on the
field at Baron Down. Arthur hastened there with his army. they fought, and Sir
Modred fled once more, this time to Canterbury. ‘ -

When King Arthur had begun the search for his wounded and dead, many
volunteers from all parts of the country came to fight under his flag, convinced
now of the rightness of his cause. Arthur marched westward, and Sir Modred once
more oftered him battle. Tt was assigned for the Monday following Trinity Sunday.
on Salisbury Down.

Sir Modred levied fresh troops from East Anglia and the places about London,
and fresh volunteers came forward to help Arthur. Then, on the night of Trinity
Sunday, Arthur was vouchsafed*' a strange dream:

He was appareled in gold cloth and seated in a chair which stood on a pivoted
scaffold. Below him, many fathoms deep, was a dark well, and in the water swam
serpents, dragons, and wild beasts. Suddenly the scaffold tilted and Arthur was
flung into the water, where all the creatures struggled toward him and began
tearing him limb from limb.

Arthur cried out in his sleep and his squires hastened to waken him. Later, as he
lay between waking and sleeping, he thought he saw Sir Gawain, and with him a
host of beautiful noblewomen. Arthur spoke:

“My sister’s son! I thought you had died; but now I see you live, and I thank the
lord Jesu! I pray you, tell me, who are these ladies?”

“My lord, these are the ladies I championed™ in righteous quarrels when I was on
earth. Our lord God has vouchsafed that we visit you and plead with you not to give
battle to Sir Modred tomorrow, for if you do, not only will you yourself be killed,
but all your noble followers too. We beg you to be warned, and to make a treaty
with Sir Modred, calling a truce for a month, and granting him whatever terms he
may demand. In a month Sir Launcelot will be here, and he will defeat Sir Modred.”

Thereupon Sir Gawain and the ladies vanished, and King Arthur once more
summoned his squires and his counselors and told them his vision. Sir Lucas and
Sir Bedivere were commissioned to make a treaty with Sir Modred. They were to
be accompanied by two bishops and to grant, within reason, whatever terms he
demanded.

The ambassadors found Sir Modred in command of an army of a hundred
thousand and unwilling to listen to overtures of peace. However, the ambassadors
eventually prevailed on him, and in return for the truce granted him suzerainty ™
of Cornwall and Kent, and succession to the British throne when King Arthur
died. The treaty was to be signed by King Arthur and Sir Modred the next day.
They were to meet between the two armies, and each was to be accompanied by
no more than fourteen knights.

Both King Arthur and Sir Modred suspected the other of treachery, and gave
orders for their armies to attack at the sight of a naked sword. When they met at
the appointed place the treaty was signed and both drank a glass of wine.

2. vouchsafed: granted.
22. championed: defended or fought for.

3. suzerainty (s66'zar-0n-18): the position of feudal lord.
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as bitten in the foot by an adder?* which

Then, by chance, one of the soldiers w .
rew his sword to kill it,

had lain concealed in the brush. The soldier unthinkingly d
and at once, as the sword flashed in the light, the alarums?® were given, trumpets

200 sounded, and both armies galloped into the attack. @

“Alas for this fateful day!” exclaimed King Arthur, as both he and Sir Modred
hastily mounted and galloped back to their armies. There followed one of those
rare and heartless battles in which both armies fought until they were destroyed.
King Arthur, with his customary valor, led squadron after squadron of cavalry
into the attack, and Sir Modred encountered him unflinchingly. As the number
of dead and wounded mounted on both sides, the active combatants continued
dauntless until nightfall, when four men alone survived.

King Arthur wept with dismay to see his beloved followers fallen; then,
struggling toward him, unhorsed and badly wounded, he saw Sir Lucas the Butler

300 and his brother, Sir Bedivere.*
“Alas!” said the king, “that the day should come when I see all my noble knights

destroyed! I would prefer that I myself had fallen. But what has become of the
traitor Sir Modred, whose evil ambition was responsible for this carnage?”

Looking about him King Arthur then noticed Sir Modred leaning with his
sword on a heap of the dead.

“Sir Lucas, | pray you give me my spear, for | have seen Sir Modred.”

“Sire, | entreat you, remember your vision—how Sir Gawain appeared with a
heaven-sent message to dissuade you from fighting Sir Modred. Allow this fateful
day to pass; it is ours, for we three hold the field, while the enemy is broken.”

“My lords, [ care nothing for my life now! And while Sir Modred is at large |
must kill him: there may not be another chance.”

“God speed you, then!” said Sir Bedivere.

When Sir Modred saw King Arthur advance with his spear, he rushed to meet
him with drawn sword. Arthur caught Sir Modred below the shield and drove his
spear through his body; Sir Modred, knowing that the wound was mortal, thrust
himself up to the handle of the spear, and then, brandishing his sword in both
hands, scruck Arthur on the side of the helmet, cutting through it and into the
skull beneath; then he crashed to the ground, gruesome and dead.

King Arthur fainted many times as Sir Lucas and Sir Bedivere struggled with
320 him to a small chapel nearby, where they managed to ease his wounds a little.

When Arthur came to, he thought he heard cries coming from the bartlefield.

“Sir Lucas, | pray you, find out who cries on the battlefield,” he said.

Wounded as he was, Sir Lucas hobbled painfully to the field, and there in the
moonlight saw the camp followers stealing gold and jewels from the dead, and
murdering the wounded. He returned to the king and reported to him what he

had seen, and then added:

310

24. adder: a poisonous snake.
25. alarums: calls to arms.

26. SirLucas ... Bedivere: brothers who are members of King Arthur's court.
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irthur Vervus Modred, Arthur Rakham. Hlustration from 7he Romance of King Arthur

"My lord, it surely would be better to move you to the nearest town?” ANALYZE VISUALS

"My wounds forbid it. But alas for the good Sir Launcelot! How sadly 1 have What elements Ufthhls
feenl L : e L image help convey the
missed av! / ; st die—as Sir Gawain warned me I would— 3
. d him today! And now [ must . farcityiof thebattle
W tepenting our quarrel with my last breath. ) between Arthur and
Sir Lucas and Sir Bedivere made one further attempt to lift the king, He fainted Modred?

as they did so. Then Sir Lucas fainted as part of his intestines broke through a

wound in the stomach. When the king came to, he saw Sir Lucas lying dead with
foam ar his mouth.

“Sweet Jesu, give him succor!” he said. “This noble knight has died trying to
Sve my life—alas that this was so!”
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\\H HL‘(“\'K'I'L' wept l"n. IliS hl'ulhu[. | | |
| ““\I' yvou can Save I‘lL‘ll’hL‘1 }(‘Jlll

“Su Hg-\{i\'k'l'c‘ weep no n“‘“‘.u S;lid l\'inu :\[.[hl“.‘ . ‘
| | alibur’ to the shore of

¢ my sword Exc

1‘!|-nlhg-r nor mec; .md l \\'nllld .\Sl& vou o 1-‘1]; l e
‘ ind tell me what you have

w0 the lake and throw it in the water. Then return to me
seen.”

“My lord, as you command, it shall be done.” ‘ ' o
o water's edge, 1t appearec

Sir Bedivere took the sword, but when he came to th ope
.. so instead he hid it by

so beautiful that he could not bring himself to throw it i
a tree, and then returned to the king,.

“Sir Bedivere, what did you see?”

“My lord, 1 saw nothing but the wind upon the waves. o Al

“Then you did not obey me; I pray you, g0 swiftly again, and this time fulh

my command.” . .
50 Sir Bedivere went and returned again, but this time too he had failed to fulfill
the king's command.

“Sir Bedivere, what did you see?”

“My lord, nothing but the lapping of the waves.” _

“Sir Bedivere, twice you have betrayed me! And for the sake only of my swor-d: it

is unworthy of you! Now I pray you, do as | command, for [ have not long to live.

This time Sir Bedivere wrapped the girdle around the sheath and hurled it as
far as he could into the water. A hand appeared from below the surface, took the
sword., waved it thrice, and disappeared again. Sir Bedivere returned to the king
and told him what he had seen. @

50 “Sir Bedivere, I pray you now help me hence, or [ fear it will be too late.” mLEr:

Sir Bedivere carried the king to the water's edge, and there found a barge in fges ElrnBeQ|v|e_re ;
which sat many beautiful ladies with their queen. All were wearing black hoods, ::g:seg?cengv\:r;es he
and when they saw the king, they raised their voices in a piteous lament. ultimately resolve it?

“I pray you, set me in the barge,” said the king.

Sir Bedivere did so, and one of the ladies laid the king’s head in her lap; then

0 CONFLICT
What internal conflict

the queen spoke to him:

“My dear brother, you have stayed too long: 1 fear that the wound on your head
is already cold.”

Thereupon they rowed away from the land and Sir Bedivere wept to see them go.

570 “My lord King Arthur, you have deserted me! I am alone now, and among
enemies.

«Gir Bedivere, take what comfort you may, for my time is passed, and now 1
must be taken to Avalon®® for my wound to be healed. If you hear of me no more,
I beg you pray for my soul.”

The barge slowly crossed the water and out of sight while the ladies wept. Sir
Bedivere walked alone into the forest and there remained for the night.

In the morning he saw beyond the trees of a copse™ a small hermitage.

He entered and found a hermit kneeling down by a fresh tomb. The hermit was

27. Excalibur (Bk-skdl'e-bar): Arthur's remarkable sword, which originally came from the Lady of the Lak

e Lake.
28. Avalon: an island paradise of Celtic legend, where heroes are taken after death )
29. copse (kOps):a grove of small trees.
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weeping as he praved, and then Sir Bediy
Canterbury, who had been b

: ¢re recognized him
anished by Si; Modred

tell me, whose tomb 18 this?”
® L = ) c - 1 1

‘ ‘\t_‘ son, I de .nnt.knm\. -\‘f midnight the body was brought here by a company
of ladies. We buried it, they ljt : :

ey lita hundred candles for the service, and rew
with a thousand bezantes. ™™

as the :\rchl\i.\‘hop of
Father, | pray vou,

arded me

“Father. King Arthur lies buried in this tomb,”

Sir Bedivere tainted when he had spoken, and when he came to he begged the
Archbishop to allow him to remain at the hermitage and end his days inkf‘;stina
and prayer. ) ‘ i

“Father. I wish only to be near to my true liege.”

"My son, you are welcome; and do I not reco,
brother to Sir Lucas the Buder”

Thus the Archbishop and Sir Bedivere rem
habits of hermits

gnize you as Sir Bedivere the Bold,

ained at the hermitage, wearing the
and devoting themselves to the tomb with f.

asting and prayers
ot contnion.™

Such was the death of King Arthur as written down by Sir Bedivere. By some
e 1s told that there were three queens on the barge: Queen Mor

Queen of North Galys, and the Queen of the Waste Lands; and others include the
name of Nyneve, the Lady of the Lake who had served King Arthur w
past, and had married the good knight Sir Pelleas.

In many parts of Britain it is believed that King Arthur did not die and that he
will return to us and win fresh glory and the Holy Cross of our Lord Jesu Christ;
but for myself 1 do not believe this, and would leave him buried peacefully in
his tomb at Glastonbury, where the Archbishop of Canterbury and Sir Bedivere

humbled themselves, and with prayers and fasting honored his memory. And
inscribed on his tomb, men say, is this legend:

ean le Fay, the
~ .

ell in the

HIC IACET ARTHURUS,
REX QUONDAM REXQUE FUTURUS.*

30. bezants (b&2'ants): gold coins.
3.

32

contrition (kan-trish’an): sincere regret for wrongdoing.

Hic iacet Arthurus, rex quondam rexque futurus (hTk ya'ket ar-100'rd0s raks kwon'dam rak'skwe
{30-130"r0s) Latin: Here lies Arthur, the once and future king.

LE MORTE D’ARTHUR

257



